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There's a6 A.M. in Japan? 
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KANJI 
(Skype) 


か お り : 


こん ば ん は 、 テ イラ ー さ ん 。 


か お りさ ん ! お は よう ご ざい ます 。 


? いま 、 な ん じ で すか 。 


6 じ で す 。 


ご ぜん ? 


は い 。 ご ぜん 6 じ で す 。 


こん ば ん は 、 テ イラ ー さ ん 。 


か お りさ ん ! お は よう ご ざい ます 。 


? い ま 、 な ん じ で すか 。 


ろく じ で す 。 


ご ぜん ? 


は い 。 ご ぜん ろく じ GI. 


ROMANIZATION 


CONT'D OVER 


1. (Skype) 


2, KAORI: 


3, TEIRA: 


4 KAORI: 


5. TEIRA: 


6. KAORI: 


7. TEIRA: 


ENGLISH 


1. (Skype) 


> KAORI: 


3. TAYLOR: 


4. KAORI: 


5. TAYLOR: 


6. KAORI: 


7. TAYLOR: 


VOCABULARY 


Konbanwa, Teira-san. 


Kaori-san! Ohayo gozaimasu. 


? Ima, nan-ji desu ka. 


Roku-ji desu. 


Gozen? 


Hai. Gozen roku-ji desu. 


Good evening, Taylor. 


Kaori! Good morning. 


What time is it now? 


It's six o'clock. 


A.M.? 


Yes. Six o'clock A.M. 


Kanji Kana Romaji English 


ご ぜん ご ぜん gozen a.m. 
U じ ---ji ---o'clock 
な ん じ な ん じ nan-ji what time 
こん ば ん は 。 こん ば ん は 。 Konban wa. Good evening. 
6 じ ろく じ roku-ji six o'clock 
お は よう ご ざい ま お は よう ご ざい ま 
す 。 す 。 Ohayo gozaimasu. Good morning. 
いま Vs ima now 
は い は い hai yes, that's right 


SAMPLE SENTENCES 


ご ぜん 2 じ で す 。 zi cd, 

Gozen ni-ji desu. Ni-ji desu. 

It's 2 A.M. It's two o'clock. 

いま な ん じ ? こん ば ん は ! 

Ima nan-ji? Konban wa. 

What time is it now? (informal) Good evening! 

6 じ で すか 。 た な か せん せい 、 お は よう ご ざい ます 。 
Roku-ji desu ka. Tanaka-sensei, ohayo gozaimasu. 

Is it six o'clock? Good morning, Mr. Tanaka. 

いま 、 な ん じ で すか 。 た な か さん で すか 。 - は い 、 そ う で す 。 
Ima, nan-ji desu ka. Tanaka-san desu ka. - Hai, sou desu. 

What time is it now? Are you Mr. Tanaka? - Yes, | am. 


VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE 


Numbers from Eleven to Nineteen in Japanese 


Number Romanization Alternative Pronunciation 

11 jü-ichi 

12 jü-ni 

13 jü-san 

14 ju-yon jü-shi 

15 ju-go 

16 jü-roku 

17 ju-nana jü-shichi 

18 jü-hachi 

19 jü-kyü jü-ku 
Gozen (CF A) 


Gozen precedes a statement of time and adds the meaning of "A.M." The word order is 
opposite from English, so be careful! "P.M." in Japanese is gogo. 


For Example: 


1. gozen ichi-ji 
"one o'clock a.m." 


2. gogo ichi-ji 
"one o'clock p.m." 


GRAMMAR 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking and Answering What Time It Is. 
いま 、 な ん じ で すか 。 

Ima, nan-ji desu ka, 

"What time is it now?" 








In this lesson, you'll learn how to ask and answer what time it is. 


Asking the Time 





We use the question word nani to ask the time. Nan-ji is a combination of the question 
word nan, meaning "what," and Ji, meaning "hour," so you're literally asking "what hour?" 


Telling the Time 


Nan-ji desu ka? — "What time is it?" 





Now let's take a look at how to tell the time in Japanese. 
For hours, we add Ji to the number. Please be careful of the special pronunciations of 


"four o'clock" (yo7ji) and "nine o'clock" (ku-ji). 


Japanese 
ichi-ji 
ni-ji 
san-ji 
yo-ji 
go-ji 
roku-ji 
shichi-ji 
hachi-ji 
ku-ji 
ju-ji 
jui-chi-ji 
Ju -ni-ji 
nan-ji 


Asking and Telling the 


"English" 
1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
4:00 
5:00 
6:00 
7:00 
8:00 
9:00 
10:00 
11:00 
12:00 


"What time?" 


Time 





We sometimes add ima, meaning "now," in front of nan-ji desu ka to ask the current time. 


For Example: 


1. Ima, nan-ji desu ka. 
いま 、 な ん じ で すか 。 
"What time is it now?" 





For telling the time in a formal situation, desu usually follows the time expression. 


For Example: 


1. Ku-ji desu. 
くじ で す 。 
"It's nine o'clock." 


If you must distinguish between a.m. and p.m., gozenor gogo precedes the time. 
For Example: 


1. Gozen ku-ji desu. 
ご ぜん くじ で す 。 


"It's nine o'clock A.M." 
2. Gogo ku-ji desu. 

ご ご くじ で す 。 

"It's nine o'clock P.M." 


Practice 





How do you say the following times in Japanese? 


1. eleven o'clock 
2. four o'clock A.M. 


3. five o'clock P.M. 


Answers: 


1 jai-chi-ji 
2. gozen yo"ji 
3. gogo go»ji 
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